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July 1st marks the beginning of the new fiscal 
year for RECOM and that means the changing of 
‘the guard’.  Sam Halverson is leaving the Board 
this year.  We appreciate all that Sam has done 
to help RECOM and the RECOM Board this 
year.  He really stepped up when a vacancy on 
the Board arose last year.   
 
Sam has promised to retain his position on the 
Employee Benefits Task Force (even though 
we’re no longer employees, the retirees are still 
affected by some of the decisions made) as 
RECOM’s sworn representative along with Barb 
Seperich who is RECOM’s non-sworn 
representative. 
 
At the election held in April, Jane Albin was 
elected to a one year Board position.  Here’s her 
story. 
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I have been retired from the City of Mesa since 
July 7, 2007. Hard to believe it’s coming up on 
three years. I joined RECOM right after 
retirement, and have enjoyed all the activities 
provided by the organization.  
 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 
�

The Board is a hard-working group of individuals, 
dedicated to keeping members informed about 
various retirement issues. Also, the monthly 
meetings are a great way to socialize as well as 
enjoy what is always an interesting program. 
However, I digress.  
 
When asked to join the illustrious Board, I figured, 
why not? It’s good for everyone to do their part, and 
perhaps bring some new ideas. Besides, I thought I 
could do anything for a year. So, I am proud to say 
that I am the newest Board member, and will serve 
as a one-year Director. (This is the reason why you 
care.) 
 
Many of you have crossed paths with me during my 
15 years with the City. I started out at MEGACORP 
before it ever became a City department. In July of 
1992, we joined the City and became known as 
Economic Development. I worked there for eight 
years, transferred to Building Safety for 5 years, 
then ended my City career in Community 
Revitalization.  
�
The thing that changed the most during the course 
of my profession was how large the City grew. Not 
only by its number of citizens, but by the number of 
City employees. 
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In the “olden days” we all knew each other, at 
least by sight. We had citywide Halloween 
contests, could freely go from one building to 
another without having to have a security 
badge, called the City Manager “Mr.”, and had 
Christmas parties instead of holiday parties. It’s 
probably a good thing I’m retired, because I 
don’t think all “progress” makes it better.  
�
Enough editorializing. I was asked to write an 
introduction so you would all get to know more 
about me. So, I guess I should get on with that.  
 
I am an East Coast transplant, coming to the 
Phoenix area from Rochester, New York in 
December of 1978. I married John Albin, a not-
yet-retired City employee, in 1994. We love 
spending time with our four children and eight 
grandchildren. We enjoy sailing, horseback 
riding, traveling, and tooling around in our 1951 
MG TD. Not very exciting, but that’s it in a 
nutshell. 
 
I look forward to this 2010-2011 year and hope 
to see many of you at the monthly meetings. In 
the meantime, stay cool, healthy and happy. 
 
By Jane Albin 
Board Member 
 
 
Speaker 
 
Mike Foley, Manager of Trail Experiences at the 
Phoenix Zoo, in addition to providing general 
information about the zoo, shared some 
interesting and unique insights to the Zoo.   
 
The Zoo is on 125 acres in Papago Park and 
pays the City of Phoenix $1,000 a year for 
leasing the land.  The lease price was $1.00 per 
year when Mike started eleven years ago, but 
it’s still a bargain. 
 
Some stats:  there were over 1.5 million visitors 
last year (2nd in numbers to the Grand Canyon); 
187 full time employees, 150 Part time, 
currently 350 active volunteers; 1,500 animals, 
344 species; 40,000 household memberships; 
$20,000,000 budget; largest non-profit zoo in 
the country - most zoos get funding from taxes, 
but not the Phoenix Zoo. 

Have you ever  thought of how all the animals get to 
the Zoo?  Well, I haven’t either up until now, Mike 
had some interesting stories to tell.  For example, 
what does Hugh Heffner and Baltimore Jack the 
Gorilla have in common?  Well, in 1970 the zoo 
found a new mate for Hazel, a resident gorilla.  
However the new mate was in Baltimore.  Since 
long distance relationships are hard to maintain, the 
zoo was trying to find a way to get Jack (Later 
known as Baltimore Jack) to Phoenix.  Funds were 
limited and Hugh Heffner stepped up and flew 
Baltimore Jack to meet his new bride free of charge 
on the Playboy Jet, “The Big Bunny’. 
 
Because of the heat, there are limited times for 
transporting the animals.  Federal Express actually 
transports most of them – who would have 
guessed?  For example, the tiger came Seattle, one 
Komoto dragon was driven from Wichita Kansas,  the 
other one was flown.�
 
Giraffes don’t get quite the same treatment as 
Baltimore Jack, they travel by land.   

�
 

The elephants are always fun to watch.  Have you 
ever  wondered why all three elephants are not out 
at the same time?  It seems they are all ‘type A’ 
elephant girls.  Two of the elephants Reba and 
Sheena are former circus elephants and never 
learned how to be an elephant.  So when Reba 
challenged Indu (the oldest and most dominate) she 
didn’t stop.  Reba continued to be aggressive 
towards Indu and they had to be separated. 
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Here you see Reba and Sheena eating in the 
way a herd elephant would eat.  Their food is 
hung in various areas for them to find and 
reach.  This is one of the ways the zoo is 
helping Reba and Sheena to learn. 
 
Elephants sleep only four hours each day – 
CAN YOU IMAGINE!!!!! 
 
Oh, and even though the baboons are funny 
and you want to smile and show your teeth, it’s 
probably not too good of an idea, since the 
show of teeth to a baboon is a challenge to 
fight.   
 
Then there is Duchess – 
 

 
 
considered to be the oldest living Bornean 
orangutan.  She celebrated her 50th birthday 
this last March.  Duchess is one of the last 
remaining original animals at the zoo.   
 
 

 
An orangutan is pregnant for 8 months.  When 
born the infants weigh 3-4 pounds and are 
dependent on the mother for 8-9 years.  During 
that time they learn about the 300 different plants 
orangutans eat and what time of year the plant is 
edible. 
 
The Phoenix Zoo has several events throughout 
the year.  One of the most popular is “Zoo lights” 
which runs from Thanksgiving to the first week in 
January.  With over two million lights, it is the 
largest light show in the southwest. 
 
Then there’s Boo At the Zoo in October geared to 
children seven and under with many activities 
mostly on the farm.  Howl O Ween is a nighttime 
event geared towards 7 – 15 year olds with a 
haunted house. 
 
Check out the zoo’s website for more information: 
 

http://www.phoenixzoo.org/ 
 
The following people were winners of the door 
prizes: 

·  Dorothy Ashley – A puzzle of ruby throated 
hummingbirds 

·  Melita Hillman – A puzzle of exotic birds 
·  Sharon Gosnell – two adult day-use passes 

to the Phoenix Zoo (compliments of the 
Phoenix Zoo) 

·  Gene Falcon – two adult day-use passes to 
the Phoenix Zoo (compliments of the 
Phoenix Zoo) 

 
Upcoming Meetings 
 
July 21 – Mark Salem from Salem Boys Auto 
Bring non-perishable food and bottled water for 
donation to the United Way for Christmas in July. 
 
August 18 – To Be Announced 
September 15 – World Wildlife Zoo 
October 20 – Jody Topping, Employee Benefits 
November 17 – To Be Announced 
December 15 – Holiday Social 
January 19 – University of Utah 
 
If you haven’t paid your 2010-11 dues 
yet, now’s the time. 


